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Ban muodn tré thanh moét tac gia Phat giao?
(P.3)

S\ By Sclic bl 08:25 08/10/2025

Tiép theo, chlng ta sé tim hiéu vé thé gidi Metadata: Metadata la gi, quan trong
thé nao va dang phat trién ra sao? BDong thoi sé xem xét sé6 phan cla gido ly
Phat gido khi sach in trd nén it quan trong hon trong truyén thira téng thé.

Pa s6 nguoi phuong Tay lan dau biét téi Phat gido qua mot cudn sach. Vi thé
ma&i cé nhirng thuat ngltr nhu “bookstore Buddhist” (phat t& phong sach) hay
“nightstand Buddhist” (td sach phat t& dau giuong). Nhung néu ban muoén di xa
hon phan co ban thi sao?

Sach vé Phat gido hiém khi dugc phan loai theo trinh do so cap, trung cap hay
nang cao. Tham chi c6 luc ching con khéng dugc dat vao muc “tén giao” ma lot
vao cac ké “Than - Tam - Tinh than” bén canh sach vé pha 1&, hién tugng huyén
bi, UFO, phu thay hay Yoga.

Zen trg thanh moét ky hiéu ma ho, khéng céd ndi ham c6 dinh.
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Anh tac gid cung cap

Lam sao dé biét mot cudn sach la gido ly Phat gido, hay chi la mot cong trinh
nghién cGu vé chua miéu, hay tham chi chi la moét sach dnh du lich vé Angkor
Wat, hodc don gian chi la mét bai viét gidi thich Phap ¢ mic “Dharma lite”? Dé
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ly gidi cau hoi nay, can hi€u thém vé buc tranh chung cla nganh xuat ban Bac
M.

Theo Andreas Schleicher, Truéng b phan Gido duc va Ky nang cla Té chic Hop
tdc va Phat trién Kinh té (OECD), c6 khodng 30% ngudi My doc & muec trinh do
ma ban c6 th€ mong dgi & mot tré em 10 tuGi (The New York Times). Theo Hiép
hoi Thu vién Hoa Ky (ALA), cac nb luc cam sach da tang gap doi vao nam 2022,
vugt hon 1.200 vu; va nam ngodi con s6 dé da 1én hon 4.000. Thuc té la hanh vi
cam sach & My da tang theo cap s6 nhan trong mot thai gian. Song thi truong
sach My van la |6n nhat thé gii va dang mé rong nhanh chéng. Ngudi ta tu hoi:
moi nguoi dang doc gi? Ngay cd moét cudn ban chay véi hai triéu ban in cling chi
cham téi dudi 1% dan s6 Hoa Ky. M6t cudn sach Phéat gido sé téi dugc bao nhiéu
doc gid? Phan I6n sach Phat gido ban chua téi vai tram ban.

Vé ca ban cb ba loai sdch Phat gido: hoc thuat, phé théng va nghi |é. Bai viét
nay sé ban vé hai loai dau tién.

Xuat ban hoc thuat Phat gido: tuéng nhu “déng
bang”

Sach gido khoa va cbng trinh hoc thuat tén kém dé san xuat. Chi phi in an tang,
su bung né cua thj trudng sach cd tu thap nién 1980, ngan sach thu vién hoc
thuat thu hep, viéc sir dung coursepack va sach dién ti gia tang, thay déi luat
ban quyén, nan sao chép bat hgp phap va nhiéu yéu to khac da tao ap luc 16n
|én cac nha xuat ban dai hoc va cac nha xuat ban chuyén nganh. Khéng chi thu
vién dai hoc bi anh hudng; cac trudng cao dang, dai hoc ndi chung ciing dang
chiu nhiéu sirc ép, nhiéu giang vién lam viéc trong diéu kién bap bénh nhu “gig
economy (cé thé duogc hiéu la: thj truong lao déng déac trung bdi su phé bién cda
cdc hop déng ngan han hoac céng viéc tu do trai nguoc véi céng viéc ldu dai”,
nhiéu chuong trinh dao tao bi déng, va tuyén sinh giam. K&t qua la nhém xuét
ban hoc thuat khong phai la linh vuc tang truéng cho sach Phat gido.

Nam 2022, Elizabeth Dunne, mét ngudi lam trong nganh xuat ban bao vé luan
van thac si véi dé tai “50 Years of Buddhist Trade and Academic Book
Publishing in the United States (50 nam thuong mai Phat gido va xuat ban sach
hoc thuat tai Hoa Ky), 1970-2020" tai Dai hoc South Wales. To6i biét on ba vi da
chia sé cbéng trinh d6. Phan tich clGa Dunne trich dan nhiéu chuyén gia trong
nganh cho thay: “Trong nam dau xuat ban, 79% cac ISBN méi & My cé doanh so
dudi 99 ban. Nhiéu nha xuat ban hoc thuat cho rang téng doanh sé cla céc
monograph chi in bia cdng c6 thé thap dén 400-500 ban trén toan cau. Cac nha
xuat ban dai hoc tré nén chon loc hon vé nhiing gi ho sé xuat ban. Ngoai trur
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mot vai tac gid ban chay, phan 1én tac gid chi nhan dugc khodng 5.000-10.000
USD, néu cé, cho nhiing du 4n ho phdi mat nhiéu ndm d€ hoan thanh”.
(Knowledge Commons)

Su chuyén minh cta xuat ban thuong mai tu nhiing
nam 1980

Trong thé gidi sach thuong mai, thap nién 1990 chiing ki€n nhiéu déi méi cong
nghé d& lam thay d6i sdu sac nganh xuat ban. Desktop publishing, file PDF va
sach dién tir da xéa bét moét s6 “clra ai” gilra tac gid va doc gid, tao thach thic
cho quyén luc clia cac nha xuat ban 16n.

Cac nha xuat ban 16n phan héi bang sdp nhap, mua lai va cac thuong vu tai
chinh, thu hep danh muc sach huéng téi nhitng an pham cé déi tuong rong hon.
Van héa xuat ban, von luén xoay quanh Igi nhuan, nghiéng vé cac
“blockbuster”, loat sach franchising, tie-in véi phim anh va truyén hinh, nhing
san pham “an toan” noi hoat déng PR c6 thé dam bado Igi nhuan. Néi cach khac,
co hoi truyén thong va quang ba doi khi tré thanh yéu té quyét dinh hon chinh
chat luong ndi dung.

Cobng nghé xuat ban tiép tuc tién lén. In theo yéu cau (POD) bat dau tir cudi
thap nién 1990 va dén dau nhitng nam 2000 da dat dugc chat lugng va nang
luc in da dé€ tré thanh lua chon kha thi. Tuy nhién, chinh sy héi tu gitta POD,
thuong mai dién tl va logistics mot-kem-mot khoang 2006 mdi thuc su bién
cudc choi. Cac nha xuat ban I6n hién dung POD cho danh muc cl; véi cac nha
xuat ban nhd, POD cdng ban hang truc tuyén gidp tim dugc moé hinh kinh doanh
bén vitng. Cac nén tdng gay quy cong dong (crowdfunding) cling mé thém con
duong cho tu xuat ban, du khau giao hang van la thach thic.

Cac nha xuat ban thuong mai I6n con kiém soat nhiéu khau trong chudi cung
ing sach Bac My, du khéng hoan toan la tat ca. Vi du, Shambhala dugc phén
phoi bdi Penguin Random House; nam 2013, Wisdom ky hgp dong véi Simon &
Schuster dé x(r ly doanh sé va giao nhan toan bd danh muc. Piéu dé6 mang lai
lgi thé vé quy mo, tham nhap thi trudng va ban quyén nudc ngoai, vi chi nhiing
hang Ié6n méi du kha nang tham du cédc hoi chg sach 16n nhu Bologna, Frankfurt,
London hay Singapore dé tim kiém hgp déng.

Buc tranh nam 2005

Nam 2005, Trung tdm Nghién clu Phat hoc va Vién Nghién cGu Déng A (UC
Berkeley) t6 chirc héi thao “Speaking for the Buddha? Buddhism and the Media”
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cung vGi Hiép hoi Phim Phat gido. H6i nghi cé bon phién: Truyén théng in an;
Dién anh; Thdm quyén va Truyén thlua; va “Buddhism Sells” - Phat gido trong
guang cao My. Tai liéu hdi thdo co trén trang cla Trung tam. Tai cac phién thao
luan 1an phan Q&A, c6 thé thay su quan tdm téi Phat gido dang tédng, nhung
nhiéu khi bi nhin nhan qua lang kinh tach roi va bién tau theo quan niém
phuong Tay (neo-orientalist). Nhin lai, tam nhin cGa céc dién giad khi 8y con kha
ma ho so véi nhitng gi da xay ra trong hai thap nién sau dé, diéu ching té du
béo luén khé hon héi tuéng.

Poi dieu vé Amazon

Amazon dugc thanh 1ap nam 1994, nhung mai mot thap nién sau méi bat dau
c6 anh hudng I6n dén thj truong va sinh 16i. Ho ra mat Kindle, mua lai
Goodreads va Audible, va nd luc kiém soat nhiéu khia canh cda van héa va
thuong mai sach. Tuy nhién, danh muc “Best Sellers in Buddhism” trén Amazon
phdn anh cach phan loai mang tinh chd quan. Khi Amazon mé réong thanh thi
trudng cho bén thir ba, nhitng ngudi bédn 1é bén ngoai tran ngap véi du thong tin
sai 1éch va giad ca loan nhip, khién nguoi mua khé tim sach Phat gido cé thdm
quyén hoac mua dugc gia tot.

Thém vao dd, nganh xuat ban dang ding truéc nguy co bi “chim ngap” béi mot
lan séng tiéu dé do Al tao ra, cac céng ty cé thé dé ra hang nghin tua mot
thang. Vi vay, Amazon c6 thé thuan tién, nhung khong phai noi tét nhat dé tim
gido ly Phat hoc nghiém tdc. Hay Ung h6 cac nha séach dbc lap dia phuong hoac
mua truc ti€p ti nha xuat ban Phat gido! Néu ban mudn hon mic “Phap nhe”,
hay tim hi€u ky nguén géc tir cac tdc pham chinh théng.

Hién nay ai dang xuat ban sach Phat gido?

Theo co sé dit liéu Bowker’s Books In Print (2021), trong top 40 nha xuat ban
sach Phat gido tai Bac My c6 21 nha xuat ban thuong mai I16n, 10 nha xuat ban
dai hoc, 7 nha xuat ban Phat gido chuyén biét va 2 nén tang tu xuat ban. Top
20 nha xuéat ban (trong dé chi 4 la nha xuat ban Phat gido) chiém 56% sb dau
sach chu dé Phét gido dugc bén trong giai doan 1970-2020. K& tir 1970, khodng
140 tua sach Phat gido “chinh thic” dugc xuat ban mbéi nam trong nhom nay,
nhung blc tranh khong ding yén: tu xuat ban tang va xu hudng chuyén sang
giao nhan ndi dung so6 dac biét ré sau dai dich 2020.

Van dé da dang trong xuat ban Phat gido & phuong Tay con nhiéu viéc phai lam.
Ngudi My géc A 1a cdéng déng phat t& I6n nhat bén My va xa hdi My rat da
nguyén. Tuy nhién, theo mot bao cdo nam 2021 cua Association of University
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Presses dugc Dunne trich dan, luc lugng lao dong tai nhiéu nha xuat ban dai
hoc van cé ti [& 16n la ngudi da trang (81%), 79% tu nhan la thang tinh (straight)
va 88% khong bi khuyét tat. Theo WorldCat, danh muc thu vién 16n nhat thé
giGi, 81% cac dau sach cha dé Phat gido giai doan 1970-2020 dugc viét bdi nam
gidi.

Trong phan ti€p theo cla loat bai nay, ching ta sé& tim hiéu vé thé gidi
Metadata: Metadata la gi, quan trong thé nao va dang phéat tri€én ra sao? Pong
thoi sé xem xét s6 phan cla gido ly Phat gido khi sach in tré nén it quan trong
hon trong truyén thira téng thé.

(Con tiép...)
Téac gid: John Harvey Negru/Chuyén ng(t va bién tap: Thuong Nguyén

Nguon: buddhistdoor.net
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https://www.buddhistdoor.net/features/so-you-want-to-be-a-buddhist-author-eh-part-three-a-deeper-dive-into-buddhism-in-print/

