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Khi chldng ta tung niém, an trong chinh niém va mad réng trai tim, chdng ta
cham t6i manh dat thiéng liéng Oak Flat va tat cd nhirng nguodi dang ding 1én
bdo vé noi dé.

Tai sa mac Sonoran, ¢ vung ti€u bang Arizona (My), mdt nai linh thiéng cua
nguoi Apache vé phia Tay, goi la Oak Flat (theo tiéng Apache: Chi'chil
Bitdagotee), c6 nguy ca sap thudc sd hiru ciia modt céng ty khai khodng dong
quéc té. M6t lién minh da tén gido dang chd y, trong dé cé cac cong dong Phat
gido da cung phan doi viéc chuyén giao dat nay, mot vu viéc da di qua nhiéu
vong kién tung phép ly.

TU thud xa xua, ngudi Apache va cac bd tdc ban dia khac da dén Oak Flat dé
cau nguyén, 1dy nudc va cay thuéc cho cac nghi 1€, tudng niém ngudi qua co va
t6 chic nhiing sinh hoat tén gido.

Mot s6 cay so6i trong khu vuc cé nién dai hon mot nghin nam, hat so6i (Acorn) la
ngudn luong thuc quan trong va cling dung trong nghi |é&. Cac thi€u nir Apache
thuong dén Chi’chil Bitdagotee dé thuc hién nghi thirc truéng thanh.
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BuGi cau nguyén “Prayer run” thdng 06/2025 cho Oak Flat. (Tt trai
sang phai): Jim Lichti, Bhikkhu Vasu Bandhu, Jessie (khéng ré ho) cua
Apache Stronghold, Marcia Klotz, Cathy Cockrell, Zack Richards
(khéng ro tén), Doe Hoyer va nhitng nguoi dang quy goi: Joanne
Connelly va Muc su Susan Hayward. Anh do Cathy Cockrell va Joanne
Connelly cung cap.

Trong nhiéu nam, chinh phu lién bang tung bdo vé Oak Flat. Tuy nhién, nam
2014, mot diéu khodn dugc chén vao Pao luat Uy quyén Quéc phong (National
Defense Authorization Act) da quy dinh chuyén manh dat nay cho Resolution
Copper - mot du an khai khoadng hop tac lién doanh 16n (lién quan dén cac tap
doan khai khoang da quodc gia).

Resolution Copper du kién khai thdc mo bang phuong phap c6 thé khién khu
vuc sut lin, tao thanh moét ho 16n rong gan 3 km va sau 300 mét. Du dn néu
thuc hién sé tan pha Oak Flat va vung sa mac lan can, khién naoi linh thiéng nay
tré nén khong thé ti€p can dugc cho cdng déng ban dia da gin gilt nai do.

Phong trao phan khang viéc chuyén giao dat dugc dan dat bdi Apache
Stronghold (tam dich: Phdo dai Apache), mot t6 chic phi lgi nhuan tai San
Carlos, Arizona, gébm ca thanh vién ban dia I1an déng minh khéng phai ban dia,
nham bao vé quyén tu do tén gido va cac dia di€m linh thiéng cla ngudi ban
dia, trong d6 c6 Oak Flat. Nhirng ndé luc phap ly nham bdo vé Oak Flat da trai
gua nhiéu budc ngoat: ngay 27/05/2025, Toa an Toi cao Hoa Ky tUr chéi xem lai
vu kién tu do ton gido do Apache Stronghold khdi kién (don xin xem xét bi bac),
nhung cac tranh tung van ti€p dién & cac toa an cap thap hon.
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Cudc chién bdo vé Oak Flat khéng chi dién ra trong phong x& 4n ma con mang
tinh tdm linh sau sac. K& tir 2015, Apache Stronghold da t6 chic cac cubc chay
cau nguyén nhiéu ngay dén cac dia diém linh thiéng cda nguoi Apache, trong
dé cé Oak Flat. Nguoi ban dia va cadc dong minh khéng phdi ban dia dugc moi
tham gia, ching kién va déi khi tham du cac nghi & doc tuyén hanh trinh.

Théng 2/2025, hai hanh gia theo truyén théng Lang Mai, Joanne Connelly va
Cathy Cockrell, dugc thic day tim hiéu vé Oak Flat sau khi nghe ngugoi ban Jim,
mot nha hoat dong Mennonite tham gia Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of
Discovery (Lién minh Ph& bd Hoc thuyét Khdm phd). Lién minh nay dugc sang
lap nham (ng phé véi nhitng tén hai lich s do “Doctrine of Discovery” gay ra
doi véi cac dan toc ban dia.

Khi tim hiéu, Joanne va Cathy d& gép siUc thanh |ap phai doan Phéat gido dau
tién tham gia “Prayer run” Oak Flat vao thang 6/2025, gébm sau thanh vién dén
tlr nhiéu truyén théng va ti€u bang khac nhau, dugc hd trg bdi Lién minh ndi
trén. Sau do, thém nhiéu hanh gid Phat gido tham gia, lap nén Buddhist
Working Group (Nhém Cong tac Phat gido), hién cé khodng 15 thanh vién, nhiéu
ngudi thudc cac tang doan lién két véi Cong dong Phat gido dan than Lang Mai
(Plum Village Community of Engaged Buddhism - PVCEB), cung cac cdéng doéng
nhu Dhammapada Sangha, Spirit Rock, Sacred Mountain Sangha, East Bay
Meditation Center, Singing Frogs Sangha va Upaya Sangha of Tucson. Ho da
thuyét trinh tai cac tang doan vé nd luc bdo vé Oak Flat, t6 chlrc cdc vong cau
nguyén va hd trg chuyén dién thuyét toan quéc cua lanh dao Apache
Stronghold, Tién si Wendsler Nosie.

Van dé Oak Flat khong chi la mot diém néng dia phuong ma c6 sutrc lan toa rong
khap. Nhu Carolina Le6n Rolén (thudc Earth Holder Sangha (tam dich: Tang
doan hé tri trdi dat) cia Lang Mai) nhan xét, nhiing gi dang dién ra tai Oak Flat
phdn dnh mo thic lap di lap lai trén “Turtle Island” (Chau My) trong suot 500
nam qua. Trong Ngay Van hdéa Ban dia via qua (Indigenous Peoples Day), lién
minh da tén gido da cung Apache Stronghold tham gia bu8i cau nguyén tai Oak
Flat, phat truc ti€p téi khan gid toan cau; dong thoi ho té chic nhing “Echo
Vigils” (tam dich: Tiéng vong budi nguyén cau) & nhiéu diém khac nhau nham
khuéch dai théng diép bdo vé noi linh thiéng nay, va moi cdng déng Phat tu
cung tham du.

Lién minh da ton gido da bién soan mot bé cong cu (toolkit) cho nhitng ai mudn
t6 chirc Echo Vigils. Nhdm Céng tac Phat gido dang phat trién nhiing “thuc hanh
hy lac” nhu nha van kiém nha hoat dong Louise Dunlap m6 ta, dé ding vé phia
ngudi ban dia. Louise khuyén khich nhiing phat t& muén ung hé hdy “dung
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nang lugng cau nguyén dé ti€p can nhirng nguoi ra quyét dinh va lam chinh
sach” qua viéc viét bai xa luan, thu gui bdo dia phuong va lién hé dai dién dan
cu.

DU lua chon hanh ddong nao, ching ta c6é thé dem hai am chinh niém va ti bi
vao ting viéc lam Ung hd nguoi ban dia. Nhu trang mang Deer Park Monastery
viét: “Khi chung ta tung niém, an trong chinh niém va md rong trai tim, ching
ta cham téi manh dat thiéng liéng Oak Flat va tat cd nhiing nguoi dang ding
Ién bdo vé noi dé”.

Tac giad: Maia Duerr/Chuyén ngi va bién tap: Thuong Nguyén

Nguoén: buddhistdoor.net
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