Qua trinh truyén ba Phat phap tai Trung A
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HAu hét sy chd y danh cho su truyén ba phat phép trén khap Trung A, tap trung
vao qua trinh lan tda dnh sang dao Phat vé phia bac ra khoi thung liing
Bamiyan, thuéc vung nuli Hazarajat, trung tam Afghanistan, qua cac deo nui,
sau dé vé phia dong, doc theo bién gidi phia bac hodc phia nam cla
Taklamakan...

Tac gid: Gido su Jonathan Silk
Viét dich: Thich Van Phong
Nguon: International Institute for Asian Studies

Chua c6 théng tin chac chan nao vé dic Phéat, hay nhiing cong dong dau tién
cta Ngai. Diéu nay cé nhiéu ly do, vi giai doan dé An D gan nhu chua cé chir
viét, cho dén vai thé ky sau thoi dirc Phat con tai thé (trir cdc dong chir khac &
nén van minh Thung Iing Indus, nén van minh thai c6 dai dau tién doc theo
song An & phia Tay Bac cla tiéu luc dia An DO, thoi d6 cb thé 1a d& ¢ chir viét,
nhung néu cé thi van chua dugc gidi ma). Vi thé, bat c& diéu gi dic Phat da
thuyét phap, bat c( diéu gi dugc biét dén tir Ngai, chi la do dugc truyén khau
trong mét khoang thai gian rat dai.

K&t qua la nhitng gi ma chung ta tin tuéng vé dldc Phat, d6 la niém tin, vé mat
lich s&r chling ta chua biét mot cach chac chan.

Vé cong dong cua dic Phat, ban dau duogc cho la song du muc, vao mét thoi
diém nao do6 khong xac dinh, ho bat dau thanh lap Tang doan Phat gido, sau dé
la hinh thanh cédc co sé tu vién Phat gido lam noi an cu tu hoc, nhung cling
giong nhu thé hang tram nam trudc dé, nhitng gi ching ta dugc biét la, kién
trdc xay dung co sd tu vién Phat gido sGm nhat la bang vat liéu xay dung go -
da muc nat tir 1du - nhuong ché cho cac toa nha bang vat liéu da.

Vi thé, ngay cd nhiing di tich vat thé€ sém nhat con sét lai cla thiét ché xa hoi
Phat gido & An Do cling 1a nhiing di vat dugc xay dung sau hang tram nam ké tir
thoi ddc Phat.
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Phai dén dau thé ky tha 3 trudc Tay lich, thoi dai cla Ashoka (tri vi An Do tir
nam 273-232 trudc trude Tay lich), chiing ta méi cé dugc théng tin cu thé, theo
dé Ashoka da cho khac cac dong chir c¢6 trén cac tugng cot, phién da nam rai
rac khap An do, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan.
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Nhiing diéu nay cung cap cho chidng ta manh méi dau tién vé mat dia ly, su
truyén ba Phét gido, theo do tur thung Iing s6ng Hang & mién trung Bac, truyén
thong cldia Ngai dé lan réng vé phia Tay Bac, khu vuc ngay nay dugc goi la
Pakistan va Afghanistan. Noi c6 xua, truong phai Mathura khac hoa hinh dang
dic Phat véi nhitng dudng nét rat gan gli véi nhiing vi than thanh thudc tin
ngudng ban dia An Do, tron tria va sung tuc.

Trong khi dé véi truong phai Gandhara, diic Phat cé nhitng nét dep thanh td cua
nhing vi than Hy Lap. Khu vuc nay cling da sang tao ra nhitng ban thdo Phat
gido viét tay s6m nhat. Mac du khéng con nghi ngd gi vé viéc truyén khau Tam
tang Thanh dién Phéat gido, thdam chi ngay tir dau va sau khi c6 sy d6i méi vé
chir viét, nhung trang thai tén tai cta nhitng dang thic truyén khau sé hoan
toan theo quy luat ty nhién sém ndg toi tan.

Ngay ca khi chidng ta cé nhitng van ban, chang han nhu dugc luu truyén & Sri
Lanka bang ngdn ng(r Pali, cé thé la nguén goc lau doi hon, nhitng van ban nay
da tradi qua nhiéu thé hé tu chinh. Cac van badn Phat gido thoi ky so khai, ban
thao Gandhar dugc khac hoa trén vo cady bach duong, cung cap cho ching ta
nhitng nguon van hoc Phat gido c6 nhat, chiirng minh tinh trang hiéu biét cao va
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phlc tap cla Phat gido & Tay Bac ti€u luc dia tir khodng thé ky thr nhat trudce
Tay lich.

Do suc trong cudc dua

Véi dia ly Chau A phan 16n nam & Bac ban cau, 1a chau luc cé dién tich 16n nhat
trén thé qgidi, cac tuyén dudng ma cac vi S gia Nhu Lai tirng budc chan an lac,
mang anh dao vang phat phap tl bi, tri tué, hung luc, tu do, binh dang qua qué
trinh truyén ba phat phap mét cach tu nhién, ho di theo cdc dudng vién cua
vung dat, nhitng con duong da dugc cac thuong nhan vach ra ti thai ¢6 dai.

Nhing tuyén duong nay thudng dugc goi la Con dudng To lua, Con dudng To lua
la con duong thuong mai lich st c6 tir thé ky thi hai trudc Tay lich cho dén tan
thé ky 14 sau Tay lich, trai dai t&r chadu A dén Dia Trung Hai, di qua Trung Quéc,
An Do, Ba Tu, A Rap, Hy Lap va Y, mac du & mot s6 khia canh chac chan 13 van
con c6 sy nham lan va nhiéu diéu can dugc lam sang té.

Tat nhién, né khdéng chi la giao dich to lua. Hon nira, lua tinh ché la moét san
ph&m cua Trung Hoa, va ham y rang cac tuyén dudng thuong mai luén ndi lién
Trung Hoa c6 dai véi cac vung dat phia Tay cling gay hi€u lam.

Vi cac tuyén duong nay, xét vé mat khéi lugng chac chan la c6 nhiéu mang udi
thuong mai lién vung cu ly ngan nhiéu han. Diéu nay cling cé y nghia doi véi
viéc truyén ba phat phéap, bdi viéc cd nhan di xa la ngoai |é ch& khong phai la
quy luat. Chdng ta nén suy nghi dén viéc do sic trong cudc dua, véi mot cay
gay dugc trao tir van dong vién nay sang van dong vién khéac, moi thanh vién
trong d6i van & trong mét khu vuc tuong déi han ché.

Hau hét su chd y danh cho su truyén ba phat phap trén khap Trung A, tap trung
vao qua trinh lan tda anh sadng dao Phat vé phia bac ra khoi thung Iiing
Bamiyan, thuéc vung ndi Hazarajat, trung tam Afghanistan, qua cac deo nui,
sau d6 vé phia dbéng, doc theo bién giGi phia bac hodc phia nam cua
Taklamakan dugc biét dén nhu la moét trong cac sa mac Ién nhat trén thé gidi, la
sa mac Ién nhat & Trung Quodc va Ién thi hai trén thé gidi.

Noi day trdi qua cac thj tran 6c dao, vé phia bac qua dia khu Kashgar, thu6c
Khu tu tri dan téc Uyghur Tan Cuong, nay thudéc Cong hoa Nhan dan Trung Hoa,
Kucha, mot vuong qudc Phat gido cd xua nam trén nhanh cia Con dudng to lua
chay doc theo ria phia bac cta noi ngay nay la sa mac Taklamakan & luu vuc
Tarim va phia nam séng Muzat, va Turpan (Thé L6 Phén) nam & trung tdm bon
dia Turpan - mot trong nhitng khu vuc cé dia hinh thap nhat thé giéi ¢ Tan
Cuong. Tung la thi trdn quan trong trén tuyén dudng con duong to lua, vé phia
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nam qua Khotan, mét vuong quéc Phat gido & Trung A (Trung Quéc goi la Tay
Vuc) nam trén nhanh Con duong to lua chay doc theo ria phia nam cla sa mac
Taklamakan tai long chao Tarim. Lanh thé cla vuong quéc nay thudc Tan
Cuong, Trung Quéc ngay nay, Niya va Miran, hoa vao Bon Hoang, mot 6¢c dao
nam trén Con dudng to lua xua, khéng chi la noi danh cho nhiing doan thuong
nhan ding nghi, ma con la diém giao thoa van hda, nghé thuat va Ton gido gilra
Dbong va Tay.

Tuy nhién, trén thuc té Phat gido cling lan rong vé phia Tay, vao Bactria, vlng
dat Hy Lap tung bi Alexander Dai dé (tai vi: 336 TCN-323 TCN) chinh phuc, dén
nhitng noi nhu Termez doc theo s6ng Amu Darya (Oxus). Thuc su chdng ta
khéng biét dao Phat da truyén ba vé phuong Tay bao xa, hay tai sao, noi dau va
khi nao né dung lai, day van la mot cha dé thd vi cho cdc nghién clu trong
tuong lai.
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Van hoc Phat gido da Ngoén ngu

Khi nhirng 16i dién giang kinh di€n Phat gido - thuc hanh va cudi cung la ca su
thanh lap co sé tu vién Phat gido - dugc lan truyén, mot van dé quan trong la
ngdn nglr. Nhirng nguoi phat tir sé tiép nhan gido ly quy bau cta Dic Phat bang
ng6n ngl nao?
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Cé hai md hinh: hoac Thanh dién Phat gido, Kinh Thanh dugc bao tén bang ngbn
ng(r cla Gido hoi (Church Language)’ giong nhu cadch ma tin d6 Do Thai gido
thuong luu gilr Kinh Thanh bang ti€éng Do Thai, bat k& ho ndi ngdn ngir nao,
hodc cac van ban c6 thé dugc ban dia hdéa vé mat ngdn ngfr.

Trong hanh trinh cGa Phét gido xuyén qua Trung A, ching ta tim thdy ca hai mo
hinh nay, va khong hiém khi chiing ta cung nhau hi€u dugc. Nghia la, cac van
ban c6 thé dugc tén kinh bang Phan nglr, nhung vi phuong tién nay van xa la
véi ngudi dan Trung A, nén cédc van ban dé hodc dugc phién dich, dugc dién giai
hoac chép lai bang ngdn nglr dia phuong - mac du van bao ton dugc von tu
vung Phan ng{t quan trong, gidong nhu ching ta van lam khi dé cap dén duc
Phéat, Gido phap clda Ngai, vé Thién tong va nhiing th( tuong tu.

Diéu nay dan dén viéc sang tao ra mot nén van hoc Phéat gido da ngbn nglr trén
khap Trung A, bang cac ngdén ngit nhu Khotanese (ti€ng Iran trung dai), Sogdian
(moét dang tiéng Iran khac), Uigur (tiéng Thé Nhi Ky), Tangut (mdt ngdn ngr Tay
Tang, dugc viét bang mot dang chir Han), ti€ng Tay Tang va tat nhién la tiéng
Trung.

Chudng ta biét, nguoi Trung Quéc, khéng nging nghién clu Phat hoc, tham gia
nhung hoan toan khéng c6 hé théng, vao du an dich thuat vi dai nhat trong lich
st thé gidi, chuyén moét sé luogng 16n cdc van ban thuong rat phic tap, thanh
moét dang chit viét "c6 dién" ti€ng Trung.

Poéng thoi, ching ta nén ghi nhé rang Phéat gido khdéng chi cé kinh dién, trén
thuc té la nhitng tao tadc séng dong va dao Phat dé ‘ti€ép can’ nhat, cling nhu
gido ly quy bau cua ddc Phat dugc truyén ba trén khap chau A, dugc tim thay
trong cac vat thé vat ly thuong dang quan tdm dugc sdng tao: Tac pham diéu
khac, blc tudng- tranh, biéu nglr, v.v. va cac ki€u tranh dugc hoa vé trén lua,
mot sdn pham c6 ngudn gbc tir Trung Hoa.

Diéu nay cd6 nghia la khong nhat thiét la bdn than cac d6 vat dé dugc san xuat
ngay ca trong pham vi van héa Trung Hoa, ch( chua ndi dén su ki€ém soat vé
quan su va chinh tri. Thay vao dé, day la su ton vinh sic séng cla thuong mai
khi nhitng hang hod nhu thé - c6 thé la hang xa xi - d& bay ban réng rai doc
theo cac cung dudng nay.

Cudc trién 1am hién dang dugc trung bay tai Bao tang Hermitage Amsterdam
noi tiéng & thi d6 Amsterdam, Ha Lan, d& néu bat nhiéu khia canh khac nhau
béi su hién dién cha Phat gido doc theo Con dudng to lua cta Trung A.
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Bat c( ai c6 chling hing thu véi giai doan lich s& nhan loai déu dugc mai goi
nong nhiét dén tham quan thuédng ngoan nhirng kham pha nay.

Tac gid: Gido su Jonathan Silk
Viét dich: Thich Van Phong
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