Tim hiéu y nghia biéu tuong kién truc chua
Nam tong Khmer
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Cé thé ndi, ngdi chla la biéu tugng dién hinh, mot sy doc ddo clda vung song
nuéc tao nén nét dep dac thu ma chi cé & ngudi Khmer Nam BO.

Chua Nam téng Khmer anh huéng cla ba dong van hod, ton gido, tin ngudng
(Ba la mén, Phat gido va van hod Khmer), cu thé la chiu anh hudng kién tric
cta An D0 va cac nuéc Déng Nam A nhu Théi Lan, Lao, Camphuchia... cuing van
hdéa cla nguoi Khmer. Badi vay, kién trdc nghé thuat chua Khmer la nhitng cong
trinh kién tric déc ddo, an chla nhiéu gia tri van hda, nghé thuat thdm my,
ngdi chua la két tinh cac thé thirc nghé thuat tao hinh, hai hoa gitta kién tric va
diéu khac tir hinh thic trang tri bén trong dén bai tri bén ngoai.

Vé khoéng gian ngoi chua toa lac
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Khéng gian chua Omén (Can Tho)

Chlua Nam tong Khmer thuong dugc bo tri trén mét khoang khong gian dat va
cay c6i rong 16n, phong quang nhung khong kém phan u tich. Pa s6 mat tién
chua hudng vé phia BDéng, vi ho cho rang con dudng tu hanh cta Phét di tir Tay
sang Po6ng va quan niém Phat & phuong Tay hudng vé phuong Déng gidc ngd
va ban phdc cho muén dan. Tai noi nguoi Khmer cu trd, ta dé nhéan thay su
tuong phan gilta nhitng ngdi nha g0, tre don so cla ngudi dan vdi su nguy nga
do so, trang hoang 16ng lay cha ngdi chua, dé khéng phai la sy phan biét, dé
khéng phai la sy ngan cach ma chinh la su hun ddc, ngbi chua nhu mot tac
pham nghé thuat quy tu bdi cac nét van héda, y tudng nghé thuat va nhirng ban
tay khéo léo.

Ve kién truc

DE& khao clru nghé thuat kién trdc chua Khmer Nam B, cdc nha nghién cl(u tap
trung vao nhiing ngdi chtuia c6 con lai cho dén nay & cac dia phuong cé nguoi
Khmer cu trd. Nhitng ng6i c6 tu tiéu bi€u xuat hién tir rat sém va ton tai cho
dén ngay nay nhu: chua Ang (Angkorajborey), chua Ong Mek (Bodhialaraja,
Kompong), chua Samrong Ek, chua Phuéng & Tra Vinh, chua Xiém - Can & Bac
Liéu, chua Kl’eang, chua Doi (Ma Téc, Wathséraytecho Mahatup) & Séc Trang.
Theo c& liéu khoa hoc con lai d&n nay c6 thé khao clu, nhitng ngbi chua trén cé
nién dai trén dudi 500 nam; nhu trén Tam gquan chua Samrong ek (Tra Vinh) cé
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ghi nién dai: PL 1168- DL 642 (Phat lich nam 1168 - Duaong lich nam 642), theo
tuong truyén va can c vao pho tugng c6 Néria 4 tay bang da trong chlia duogc
cho rang cé khoang tir thé ki VI, VII; song mot s6 tai liéu va quan diém lai cho
rang chua xay dung cudi thé ki XIV.

Nhitng ngdi chua Khmer & Nam bd gan nhu da dugc trung tu lai; hinh dang, hoa
van kién truc, cac cau kién da it nhiéu bién déi, ciing khéng con nhiéu c liéu dé
khdo cltru nén kho cé thé xac dinh nién dai cu thé&, song can cir vao kién tric con
lai, nhitng ng6i chla cé nay khi trung tu, it nhiéu van con luu gilr lai, truyén tai
dugc nguyén tac kién trdc chinh cling nhu dac trung cla van hda truyén thong
dan toc, tin ngudng vung mién cla cu dan Khmer. Tat cd déu dugc kién tao bai
nhitng nguyén tac nhat dinh nhung tuy vao diéu kién kinh té cta tirng Phum (t6
chirc xa hoi) ma cé quy mo 16n nhd khac nhau.

Cong chua Vam ray (Tra Vinh)

Trudc hét, viéc xay dung nhitng ngdi chua bao gio cling phai ding quy cach,
kich thuéc nhat dinh nhu: chiéu dai bang hai lan chiéu réng, chiéu cao bang
chiéu dai, mai va than la hai phan bang nhau. Cac dién tich khung ctra, nha & va
dién thd clng tuan theo quy dinh dd, chdép néc chua thudng la mot tam giac
can, cao vut nhon huéng thién.

Sa di, toa chinh dién cla chua dugc quy vao mdt tam gidc can vi tam gidc gbm
ba g6c tuong (ng nghia bi€u trung clda con s6 3. Bdi nguoi Khmer quan niém
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hinh tam gidc mang tinh chéat kién cé “viing nhu kiéng ba chan”, la sy vién
man, & dé chla dung cai dep hoan my va tuyét doi. Trong dao Hindu than linh
toi thuong cling hién hinh thanh 3: Brama - Visnu - Siva, thé giéi c6 3 thanh
phan: Bhu - Bhuvas - Swar; dao Phat c6 Tam thé (qua kh - hién tai - vi lai) va
hoan két trong Tam bdo: Phat - Phap -Tang.

Chua nao cling cé hanh lang bao quanh dién, chinh dién c6 bon clra chinh & hai
hudng Dbéng - Tay, cung bay hoac chin clra s6 & hai huéng Nam va Bac, dé la
nhitng quy tac co ban nhat cia chta Khmer. Cac toa Chinh dién khong nhimng
ma nhiéu clra s6 ma quanh bén hudng bao gid cling cé nhiéu hanh lang cao va
thoang mat.

Céac diém mai, gbc gilra hai mai, dau cot, chan cot, cdnh cla, mi clra, xa ngang,
doc va tran nha... déu dugc khai thac nang dong bang nhiing hinh anh diéu
khac nhung 1dy cdm hing chl yéu tir cudc doi dirc Phat va hoa 1& may nudc
trong doi song cdéng dong ngudi Kh'mer, tinh cdm chan chat, tay nghé diéu
luyén... B3i vay tat ca déu hai hoa va khong lam mat di c6ng nang cla chua.

Cong chua dugc xay dung theo hinh thic ngon thap, tuy theo giai doan, nhu
cau va khong gian ma chla xay mot, ba hodac nam ngon thap. D6i véi cong
chua cé moét ngbi thap, hoac lgp mai chua nhiéu I6p chong Ién nhau, hai bén
c6ng thuong cé hai vi than bdo hd, tugng su tdr, hoac dau than ran Naga udn
lugn trén tudng rao, dau ngang lén trai truéc céng chinh, véi y nghia bdo vé
chén gia lam va nhiing bau vat bén trong.

Cong chua cé ba ngbi thap, phan duéi trang tri tuong tu nhau, con y nghia ba
ngo6i thap tugng trung cho Phat, Phap, Tang (Tam B&o), thap gilta thuong cach
diéu rat chi tiét, mau sac trang hoang 16ng lay, tuong trung cho dirc Phat toa
hao quang.

Pa s6 cong chua Nam tong Khmer khéng b6 tri theo ki€u céng tam quan (ba
clra) cla nguoi Viét. Cong thudng to 16n, hoa van rat nhiéu, dudi mai céng cé
Chan va Garuda, tugng minh ngudi dau chim Krud va v nir Ken naar véi hai tay
chéng d& mai, nhin rat uy nghiém nhung lai day uyén chuyén va dam chat my
thuat.

Tudng rao xung quanh chla rat dac sac, mot sé cong, tudng chlia dugc son son,
thép vang 16ng lay, mbi mét tru tuong, vach tuong rao dugc khac tugng Phat,
than, chan, su td, bup sen; trén moi tru tudng thuong dugc sir dung dau ngudi
bdn mat hay hinh bup sen.
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Kién tric doc ddo, hinh tugng, cht dé trang tri bén trong ndi dién hay Sala & céac
chua Khmer vo cung tinh xdo, mang dam anh hudéng triét ly Phat gido, Ba la
mén gido, tin ngudng dan gian. Chu dé cham, khac, ti€u tiét hoa van thuong la
nhitng ndi dung k& vé cudc doi tu dao cla dic Phét, theo trinh tu: Cadnh dan
sinh cta Buc Phat & thanh Ka-ty-la-vé, canh dic Phat trong ring Lam-ty-ni dudi
cay Sala, cdnh dic Phat phat dao dudi coi B6 dé, cdnh Phat nhap Niét Ban; co
hoa tiét hoa, 14, may, nudc... ca ngoi doi séng lao dong san xuéat clia cong déng
ngudi Khmer thoi c6 xua. Tuy nhién, bén canh nhitng dac trung phé quat cua
cac cong trinh kién trdc Phat gido, chua Khmer con cé nhiing dac trung riéng
v@i cac hinh tugng nhu: Chim Krud va vi nr Kenar, Chan Yaksha, Ran Naga... da
lam cho ng6i chta Khmer tré thanh mot cong trinh nghé thuat mang tinh van
héa, tbn gido ti€u biéu.

Chim Krud va vi nir Kenar

K&t cau kién trdc chinh dién la hén hop g6 va gach ngdi. Hai hang cot cai bang
g0 quy cao vugt l1én & gilra chiu luc, tat ca cac lyc déu dugc don 1én d6 va dugc
ap vao cac dau cot dat trén xa ngang ndi gilta hai dau cot cai, bd mai & gilra
chinh dién cao vut. T dau céc cot cdi, dau bay hién, xa nach, cdét quan ndi ra
tuong vay xung quanh tao I6p mai th& 2 va I16p mai th& 3 ra dau cot hién che
kin hanh lang. Chinh dién chtua Khmer véi bd mai 3 16p, cac géc dau dao dudi
rong cao vUit uon lugn cho cam giadc uyén chuyén, tao khong gian théng thoang.
O cac dau cot ngoai hanh lang chlia déu cé tugng minh ngudi dau chim Krud va
vl nr Kenar dang tay chéng dé mai.

Su xuat hién ctia cdc mo tip trang tri Kenar, Krud, trong tu thé mot dudng cong
v3i tu thé hai tay d6 mai chua ngoai muc dich gia c6 cho cac cau kién lién hoan
chuyén dong phong phl hon va cling tao cdm giac uyén chuyén, lai vira tinh té
hoa quyén két ndi tam gidi véi nhau. Cot, xa, kéo, xién, dau bay... 3 ngdi chinh
dién déu bang gb quy son son thép vang va cham khac hoa van hét sic céng
phu, tinh diéu véi nhiéu dé tai phong phu.
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Tuong ngudi dau chim Krud va vi nr Kenar tai chta Bodhialaraja (Tra
Vinh)

Krud la tén ma nguoi Khmer goi la dé chi mot con vat linh thiéng, dugc bat
ngudn tir than thoai An Do c6 dai, goi l1a Garuda, Garuda la con vat dugc than
Visnu - mét trong nhitng vi than toi thugng clia Ba-La-M6én gido dung dé cugi. Vi
vay, chim than Krud (hay Garuda) xuat hién kha phong phu trong cac truyén
than thoai va nhat la hinh tugng ctdia chim than da di sau vao doi séng tam linh,
tham my cla nguoi Khmer bang su thé hién tai hoa qua nhiing céng trinh kién
tric tén gido cla ngudi Khmer. Theo truyén thuyét, Kasyapa - mot nha hién
triét quyén uy cé hai nguoi vo dugc Kasyapa yéu quy nhat la hai chi em nit than
Vin-ta va n{r than Kro-dhus, cd hai déu la con cla than Russey-ka-la-pas. N{r
than Vin-ta sinh ra chim than Krud (Garuda) va n{r than Kro-dhus sinh ra ran
Naga. Ngay ti khi méi ra doi, Krud da sd hitu mot hinh thé khéng 16, dr ton
dugc bi€u hién moét loai chim san moi, cé hinh dau nguoi, ba mat va chiéc mo
nhon va cong quap, cung méng chan sac nhon cta Pai Bang va cé mot suic
manh hay diét khing khiép. Vi qué manh nén theo 16i thinh cau tu céc vi than,
chim than Krud da gidm bét kich thudc va sinh luc ctia minh. Ngoai ra, Krud con
bi doa day trong than phan cla mot ké téi t&, chi vi thua sau moét lan cé cugc
cla me Krud véi nit than Kro-dhus. Riéng vé chim than Krud va ran Naga luén
c6 xung dot méi khi ho gap nhau va chim than ludn la nguai chién thang. Hinh
tugng Krud da cé mat trong nén van héa Khmer Nam bé tir khd sé6m va duoc
ton vinh nhu luc lugng siéu nhién, la vi than téi cao dugc ngudi Khmer ton kinh,
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la hién than cula cdi thién gilp d& nhirng nguoi gap hoan nan, khé khan chéng
lai cdi ac, trung tri ké ac. V&i y nghia dé, nghé nhan nguoi Khmer thuong dung
hinh tugng chim than trang tri trong nhiing ngéi chlia va dugc thé hién hinh
tugng Krud trong tu thé dang d6i canh roéng, trong nhu nhitng canh tay san
chac, luc ludng nam chat than ran Naga.

Nhin vao cac cbéng trinh kién trdc clda chta Khmer, & cac don nguyén kién truc
khac nhu nha sala, céng, tang x4, hay c6t co déu gap hinh tugng Krud dap bang
Xi mang, son vé mau va luén dugc thé hién trong tu thé dang dbi canh hoac doi
tay do& lay tdng mai, than ding tua vao cac dau cét. Viéc dat Krud & vi tri nhu
vay, vlra tao nén su thanh thodat, chac chan, khde khoan cho céc bd cot chdng
dd nhirng mai chua doé sb, nang né, vira goép phan lam tang thém vé dep, uy
nghi cho cong trinh. So véi hinh tugng Krud trudc day, cu thé la cac loai tugng
nho ddc dong, tac gb thi hinh tuong Krud ngay nay da dugc cdc nghé nhan
Khmer sdng tao cai bién cho phu hop: nét mat trong hién hoa hon, hinh dang
gan giéng véi con nguoi hon, & mot sé noi khong cé con mat th ba va doi canh
thi dugc thu nho lai hodc bé han, thay vao dé 1a canh tay ngudi san chac; hoac
ton tai song song canh va tay.

Theo truyén thuyét cda An Do, Kinnara (Han Viét phién am 1a Khan Na La) 1a
mot bo tdc xinh dep, la nhitng sinh linh ki diéu va siéu pham. Trong than thoai
cac nudc BDong Nam A, Kinnari la con mai, tuong (ng cla Kinnara la tréng, dugc
miéu td la mot sinh vat nra nguoi (n(t) nta chim. Nhitng Kinnari nay cé dau,
than minh, tay cta phu nit va canh, dudi, chan cua thién nga. Kinnari néi tiéng
vi tai nhdy mua, ca hat, thi ca va la mét biéu tugng truyén thong clda nguoi phu
nit xinh dep, yéu kiéu va tai nang. Trong than thoai Phat gido (Khan Na La) la
mot nguoi tinh chung thdy, mét nhac than; Han dich: Nghi than, Nghi nhéan,
Nhan phi nhan, Ca than, nhac than, Am nhac thién va dugc cat nghia la sinh
linh n&ra giébng ngudi, ntra giéng than. Nguoi khong phai nguai, & ndi Thap Bao.
Khan Na La la than hd phap Phat gido, mot hang ching sinh cé tai tau nhac,
thuong tau nhac lién quan dén gido phap. Khi cac thién than ci hanh phéap hdéi,
Khan Na La thuong dam nhiém cbéng viéc dién tdu dm nhac. Trong kinh dién
thuong thay dao trang &m nhac trang nghiém la noi Khdn Na La dién tdu. Von
chi cho céc vi than trong than thoai An D0, sau dugc Phat gido dung nap va xép
vao b6 th& bdy trong Thién long bat bd thudong theo hau nghe gido phdp moét
cach cung kinh moi khi Phéat gidng kinh Dai thira. Trong Hoa Nghiém kinh cling
c6 nhac dén, day la nhac than chap phap cta Thién dé, cling thuong trong so
ching nghe phép luan kinh.

Chan Yaksha
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s 1A

il Ao

Tuong Chan thuong dugc dap 6 trudc chua Khmer (anh: Internet)

MOt sy dac biét cia chta Nam tong Khmer, ho phédp clda chua thuong lay biéu
tugng tugng Chan Yak (dich ti€éng Viét goi la Chan, ti€éng Khmer goi la Yak, tiéng
Sanskrit la Yaksha, Pali la Yakkha, kinh van Han ng{ goi la Dugc xoa hay Da
xo0a) dugc md td phan Ié6n chd trong vao dac diém khudén mat dir dan véi cap
mat tron 16i phong 1én va rang nanh dai 10i ra ngoai, cling nhu nuéc da xanh luc.
Trong chlua thap Khmer, Yak la nhitng than canh gilt. Thuong dugc tao hinh ting
cap doi, bé tri hai bén ctra, c6ng va bac céap.
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Ngoai khuén mat chan dir dan v&i cap nanh ngoat ra hai bén mép, hinh tudng
co ban dugc tao tac dudi dang vo tudng: trang phuc bé chén vao than, vi khi la
chiéc chay v6, dung ding gitra hai chan, hai tay ndng ngang rén nam lay can
chay tréng trang nghiém dir ton.

Kinh sach cé dé cap nhiéu nhung co ban gom hai loai chinh: mot la loai than cé
nhiéu nang luc giong nhu Chu thién, hai la moét loai ma quy hay pha nguoi tu
hanh bang cach gay tiéng ddéng 6n ao trong lGc ho thién dinh, rat hung ac
nhung dugc Phat cai hda, da quay dau hudng thién, chi nguyén ho phap. Trong
chtia Nam tong Khmer, Chan Yak dugc dung bi€u tugng nghia thi hai.

Ran Naga

Nhiéu chua, doc theo séng trén tuong rao cham khac hinh than ran Naga uén
lugn rat uy nghi, tiém an mot triét ly Phat hoc tinh tuy, dé la su hai hoa gilra
thién nhién véi con nguoi, nhap than gilra doi va dao, két chat gitra thé gigi nay
va thé gidi khac. Theo triét ly cla ngusi Khrme, dé la nhiing thi thach, kho
khan do6i véi nguoi tu, véi phat tl trén budc dudng tu thanh chinh qua va ho
qguan niém rang long tir bi hy xa cda dic Phat d& cdm héa dugc loai vat nguy
hiém nhat nay.
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Theo DPai dic Son (chua Cadaransi - Chantarangsay, Tp.HO6 Chi Minh): “Nh{ing
tuong ran dé dugc goi la Naga. Ngudn géc tir dao Hindu nhung y nghia chinh thi
theo dao Phéat va tin ngudng nguoi Khmer: Theo tiéng Phan, Naga la ran hé
mang, c6 cai dau ha 1én, la chda té cua loai ran. Ching la loai ran 16n nhat, noc
doc khung khiép nhat. Trong kinh Phat, vao tuan th( sau, sau khi thanh dao,
béng nhién c6 mua to, gid 16n, troi téi sam, may den kéo dén, méng xa vuong
Mucakinda tir 6 chui ra, uén minh quan quanh DPic Phat dé€ bao vé cho Ngai.
Pau ran xoe ra che mua cho Ngai. Vi thé, mua gié khong anh hudng dén qua
trinh tu luyén cda ddc Phat. Nhu vay, Naga cé y nghia ho tri dao phap, che chd
cho nguai tu hanh va bdo vé chon Phat mon linh thiéng.

Ran Naga ludn xuat hién trén cau thang, 16i di, c6ng vao véi y nghia xua dudi ta
ma, am khi. V& sau, ran Naga la bi€u trung cho su thinh vuong, la vi than bdo
vé mlUa mang, mang nudc tudi tam cho rudng vuon, mang nudc day ap cac
dong s6ng. Ran Naga con la biéu tugng cho su két néi gilta cdi nhan gian va
Niét Ban. Trong cac cong trinh c8, cé cac hinh tugng ran 3 dau, 5 dau, 7 dau va
9 dau. Ran 3 dau tugng trung cho Tam tai (thién - dia - nhan); 5 dau la Ngi
hanh (kim - méc - thay - hda - th8); 7 dau tugng trung cho 7 ngay ran che chd
cho duirc Phéat va la su dac dao trong tu hanh va 9 dau chinh la con duong dan
|én dén cdi niét ban. Trong nhiing ngdi chlia & x& sd chua thap, ran than Naga
xuat hién khap noi, tir c6ng chua, dén néc chua, dau dao véi y nghia bao vé
Phat khéi ta ma ngoai dao. Trong dan gian, ran Naga cling xuat hién & nhiéu
noi. Nhirng chiéc xe tang luén cé hinh dnh ran Naga, dé dua linh hén nguoi chét
vé c6i Tay phuong cuc lac.

Nhu vay, biéu tugng Naga trong kién tric chua Nam téng Khmer mang y nghia
linh thiéng, la su bdo vé che chd chén tu hanh, ngudi tu hanh va cu dan khap
chén.

NGi chung, kién trdc chua Khmer la mot loai hinh kién tric khong cau ki nhung
viing chac, tao hiéu qua cong nang cao, dong thoi hau nhu tat ca déu bién
thanh vat liéu dé cho trang tri - kién trdc uy nghiém ma 16ng 1ay. Vé nghé thuat,
ngdi chla la mot téng thé nghé thuét kién trdc dac trung nhat cda ngudi Khmer.
Vé tam linh, ngdi chua la dinh cao cla thang hoa ton gido, tin ngudng, la naoi dé
tu hoi hoc dao va l1a noi dé clng sinh hoat tdm linh. & chla Nam tong, cai dep,
tinh tham my, tdén gido va tin ngudng thiéng liéng hoa quyén vao nhau. Nghé
thuat kién tric - trang tri diéu khac cta ngbi chua phan nao néi l1én dugc tdm tu
tinh cam, tri sdng tao va nang khiéu tham my dac biét cla nguoi Khmer Nam
BO. C6 thé ndi, ngbi chua la bi€u tuong di€n hinh, moét su ddéc ddo cla ving
sOng nudc tao nén nét dep dac thu ma chi cé & ngusi Khmer Nam Bo.
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